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COMPUTING DEVICE AND INTERNET USER POLICY for STUDENTS 
 
 
Introduction 
Computing devices are an important and integral part of the school curriculum at all Christian Schools Tasmania 
Schools including Calvin. It is essential that students have a comprehensive understanding of both how computers 
work and how they are used within our society. As far as is possible and is meaningful computers will be utilised as 
a tool in all subject areas. This policy covers the general use of computers and the use of the Internet at Christian 
Schools Tasmania schools. 
 
GENERAL COMPUTER USE  

1. Access  
All students have access to computing devices. Grade 3-12 have access to a laptop computer each, students below 
grade 3 generally share a set of devices (iPad’s, desktop and Laptop computers) within their classroom. Computers 
are also available in some of our Libraries. Students may use these computers for learning activities both during 
class times and during other specified hours. The computing devices and their usage are under the control of the 
class teachers. Students with a BYOD device or in grades 9-12 may take their device home to assist with the 
completion of Homework. 
Inappropriate use may lead to a student losing access to their computing device. Food and drink must be kept 
completely clear of computers at all times. 
  

2. Passwords and Security  
Passwords are required to access the computing device, networked resources and the Internet in all Christian 
Schools Tasmania Schools. Please refer to the Christian Schools Tasmania Password Policy for further details. 
Students must not share their password or use another users’ password. 
 

3. Stewardship  
Students should plan how they will use the computing devices. Prior to access they should have a set task to 
complete. To avoid wastage students should only print when necessary. Students should take care to manage their 
data storage and ensure they are only storing necessary files. Students should be mindful of the network bandwidth 
they are using to ensure all users have adequate network access. Printing, Bandwidth and time online are all 
monitored. 
 

4. Privacy 
The access or storing of material belonging to others without their consent is considered inappropriate and 
sometimes illegal. This includes the taking and storing of photos or video. The school reserves the right to view any 
files or communications at any time on any device. Failure to comply with the above may result in files being 
deleted and access being restricted. 
  

5. Software and Hardware  
Software installed on computers and other devices must be appropriately licenced. Students are not allowed to 
install software on school owned devices without the express permission of the IT Manager via their classroom 
teacher.  
 

6. Storage of Data 
It is highly recommended that students develop a data backup strategy that works for them. Schools will not be 
responsible for any consequences that students may suffer due to the accidental loss of data. Students should make 
their own back-ups of important data files. 
 

7. Damage to computing devices 
As with all school equipment, students or families of students will be expected to cover the repair or replacement 
costs of any device they damage or that gets damaged whilst in the students care. Devices remain in their care until 
they are formally returned to the school. Warranty on the devices only covers failure of the equipment through 
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normal use. All damage should be reported to the supervising teacher as soon as possible. Schools will contact 
parents / guardians to inform them about any damage and any potential costs. 
 
INTERNET USAGE 
  

1. The Internet  
The Internet is a valuable educational tool that cannot be ignored if we are to prepare students for the challenges 
of the future. This interconnected worldwide web of computers can provide students with access to the most 
recent research and the most up-to-date statistics and opinions. However, the Internet can also provide students 
with access to less than desirable information. Students need to be taught responsible Internet usage. At various 
times in many classes students will be asked to participate in research activities. The Internet will be one of the 
research tools made available. Christian Schools Tasmania Internet connection is filtered by software that blocks 
many undesirable sites. However, access to undesirable sites is possible and prevention of access to undesirable 
sites cannot be guaranteed. Internet access including the content of emails, social media and searches is monitored 
for activity that is potentially harmful to our students. Christian Schools Tasmania has adopted the approach that 
students should be taught to use the Internet wisely, developing a sense of social responsibility and ethical 
standards. As a result, it is important that the following guidelines be adhered to for the good and wellbeing of all.  
 

2. Guidelines for use 
• The Internet is to be accessed for research on specific school related tasks. Students should be able 

to clearly state the reason for accessing the Internet prior to doing so. 
• Internet access is to be under the direct supervision of a staff member (e.g. classroom teacher or 

Librarian).  
• Some data and information on the Internet is unreliable. Students need to show discernment and 

critically evaluate the reliability of information. Issues that need to be given consideration include the 
source of the information, the worldview of the author and the type of language used within the 
information.  

• All students will learn how to use e-mail. Offensive e-mails should be immediately reported to the 
class teacher. Students should not use offensive or indecent language in e-mails or other 
communications. The school reserves the right to view e-mail and other messages or posts.  

• Students should not disclose personal information such as their telephone number or home address 
via the Internet. Posting photos that identify where a student lives or goes to school is also not 
recommended. 

• Playing games over the Internet is not allowed unless the game has relevance to the Curriculum and a 
teacher has approved.  

• The downloading of video and sound files is not permitted unless authorised by a teacher for 
classroom purposes and it is legal to do so.  

• Inappropriate sites (e.g. those containing material of an offensive nature such as pornography, other 
materials that are racist, sexist, anti-social or materials that deal with and encourage activities such as 
illegal drug use, bomb making, computer fraud or computer hacking) are not to be accessed and 
inappropriate files are not to be downloaded. If a student accidentally comes across an inappropriate 
site, then they should select the back button and inform the teacher of the error.  

 
3. Copyright and Other Legal Issues  

Almost all information found on the Internet (including text, sound, graphics and page layouts) is protected by 
copyright laws. It is allowable to copy and use a section of text, a picture or data provided that it is fully 
acknowledged by giving the reference. It is not legal for students or staff to use information or graphics in the 
creation of private home pages or for non-school related activities such as private hobby unless the permission of 
the person who created the information is given.  
 

4. Inappropriate Internet Use  
Inappropriate Internet use or failure to follow the above guidelines may lead to the student losing their Internet 
access. The school has the ability to view a history of sites and services that have been visited by users.   
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS TASMANIA COMPUTER &  
INTERNET USAGE CONSENT FORM 

 
 
This portion of this form should be returned to School 
Students who would like access to the Internet and computers at school must complete this form and return 
it to their teacher or the school office. The agreement shall remain in effect as long as the student is enrolled 
in a Christian Schools Tasmania school or until it is replaced by a newer agreement or is terminated by either 
party by notification in writing.  
 
Student’s Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 Date: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Current Class/Grade: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Consent 
I give permission for my child to receive access to the Internet at school and access to a supplied computer 
(depending on grade). I have read the school's Internet Policy. I understand that, although the school has 
taken reasonable precautions to ensure that inappropriate material is not accessed through the Internet, it is 
not possible to eliminate the possibility of exposure to such materials. I also understand the we are liable for 
any costs associated with repairing or replacing the supplied computer whilst in my child’s care. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
Student User Agreement 
 I have understood the school’s Computer and Internet Policy and rules and agree to follow them. I realise 
that it is a privilege and that inappropriate use will result in termination of my access. I understand that 
teachers will decide what is inappropriate and that their decisions are final. I understand that I must take good 
care of the Computer I am allocated, and I am responsible for its care and condition and I may have to fully 
fund the repair or replacement of any damage or loss. 
 
 
 Student’s signature: _________________________________________ 
 
Consent and Signature of Teacher  
I give permission for this student to receive access to a computing device and the Internet. I have explained 
the Christian Schools Tasmania Computer and Internet Policy to them. 
 
 
Teacher Name / Signature: 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


